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Ninth Annual
Proprietors Art Show

Never are the many talents of our eclectic membership
more apparent than when displayed at the annual and
much anticipated Proprietors Art Show—which this year
runs from December 9 through January 12, 2006.

Open to all proprietors and their spouses or domestic
partners, this show traditionally features any kind of
original work including painting, sculpture, photography,
woodwork, needlework, ceramics, metalwork, prints and
floral design. The December 9th Opening (5:30 to
8:00 p.m.) runs concurrent with the Annual Athenaeum
Holiday Festivities; the show is otherwise open on
Tuesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays from 1:00 to
4:00 p.m.

All work (except floral designs) should be delivered
Saturday, December 4, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., to
the Peter Randall Gallery. Floral designers should be in
touch with Deborah Richards at 603-433-4792 for
instructions. Where appropriate, work should be framed
and ready for hanging. Any 3-D work should be come
supplied with a pedestal if possible. Entries are limited
to two per person, of which at least one will be
displayed — two if space permits. Please pick up your
piece January 14, between 10:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.

Please note there will be no insurance coverage or
gallery sitters for this show; pieces will be exhibited at
the artist's own risk. Prices will not be listed with the
titles; any inquiries about purchase will be referred to
the artist.

To participate in the show, please fill out both forms on
the back cover. Attach one to the back of each piece
and bring the other when you deliver your work
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Athenaeum in
Cyberspace

Thanks to a generous grant from the
NH Charitable Foundation,
Piscataqua Region, the Athenaeum
now has a professionally designed
website featuring information, events,
images and even items for sale.
Many thanks to proprietors Jeffrey
and Sherry Wood who reserved the
domain name while we mustered the
resources for the project; and to site
designer Evelyn Lamprey for the
elegant balance of content and aes-
thetics. Visit us on the web at
www.portsmouthathenaeum.org. and
let us know what you think. We're
looking for your input!

Events and News for Proprietors, Subscribers, & Friends of the Portsmouth Athenaeum




Acquisition of Celia Thaxter
Hand-painted Serving Tray & Langdon Letter

Utilizing money from the Sharon Stephan Fund, bringing the tray to our attention.
established with the proceeds from the sale of

Sharon’s book, One Woman’s Work, the In addition, and thanks to very timely, generous
Athenaeum recently acquired a rare and unusual gifts from Michael Baenen, Larry Benedict, and

- Barbara Gregg, the
Athenaeum was able to
purchase an extremely
important letter from
John Langdon to
Tobias Lear in which
Langdon describes the
devastation of the great
fire of Portsmouth (1813)
and expresses the
anguish an awe that
such catastrophes

serving tray hand
painted by Celia
Thaxter in 1878. The
artwork, which fills the
entire tray, depicts
storks in a beautiful
marsh.Celia used a
similar scene to orna-
ment one of the tiles
on her fireplace man-
tle on Appledore
Island. Many thanks to
Stephen Bennett for

inspire.

LIBRARIAN’S CORNER: “No Strings” and All That

Lynn Aber, Librarian

The beauty of the Library Room (third floor, old building) often produces an audible gasp from first
time visitors. Part of the impact can be attributed to the Benjamin T. Tredick and Charles L.
Woodbury collections, housed under the graceful arches marking their alcoves. These volumes,
many tooled with gold leaf, line shelf after shelf, creating a rich impression. A closer look, however,
reveals white yarn tied around certain books, indicating need of bindery work or other conservation.
Yarn (or string) may be the only thing holding them together.

The care of these collections falls to the librarian, and a host of other professionals, all with the

generous support of the Proprietors and the Library Committee. The improved appearance of the
Tredick collection, noted by many, has a simple explanation: “yarned” books were targeted for the
2004 and 2005 Adopt-a-Book program, received two generous grants from the Rosmond Thaxter
Foundation, and benefited from the Library Committee’s far-sighted collection maintenance policy.

The conservation work generally fits into three categories. Permanent periodicals, such as the New
England Quatrterly, are sent to the Bridgeport National Bindery (Agawam, MA), from where they
emerge tough enough for the Research Library. A more artistic approach is provided by Proprietor
Lynne Crocker of Goya Books, Portsmouth, who handles the Adopt-aBooks and other projects.
Delicate material stays local, minimizing stress and further deterioration. A third source, Boston’s
Harcourt Bindery (in business since 1900), is currently conserving several volumes. Thanks to
Board members Gail Drobnyk, who skillfully coordinates bindery orders (having learned the ropes
from Margaret Morrissey) and Michael Baenen and all the annual Book Sale volunteers (part of
the proceeds benefits collection maintenance). If you'd like to support this aspect of the Athenaeum
Library, we’re happy to provide information. And here’s to Joe and Nancy Mulqueen, who recently
adopted a book “In honor of No More White Strings!”

Allende, Isabel Zorro: a novel

Bacevish, A.J. The New American Militarism: How Americans are Seduced by War
Barash, David P. Madame Bovary’s Ovaries: A Darwinian Look at Literature

Bass, Rick The Diezmo

Biddle, Owen The Young Carpenter’s Assistant

Beil, Steven American Gothic: a Life of America’s Most Famous Painting

Campbell, Christopher The Botanist and the Vintner: How Wine Saved the World
Carpenter, Richard C. A Railroad Atlas of the United States in 1946

Cornforth, John Early Georgian Interiors

Dean, Andrea Oppenheimer Proceed and be Bold: Rural Studio After Samuel Mockbee
Dowling, Michael Spring Forward: the Annual Madness of Daylight Savings

Eglin, Anthony The Blue Rose

Eisenschiml, Otto The Celebrated Case of Fitz John Porter: an American Dreyfus Affair
Ekirch, A. Roger At Day’s Close: Night in Times Past

Friedman, Thomas L. The World is Flat: a Brief History of the Twenty-first Century
Gehry, Frank O. Gehry Draws

Goodman, Susan William Dean Howells: a Writer’s Life

Gordon, Lyndall Vindication: a Life of Mary Wollstonecraft

Grant, James John Adams: a Party of One

Greenhouse, Linda Becoming Justice Blackmun: Harry Blackmun’s Supreme Court Journey
Hall, Donald The Best Day the Worst Day: Life with Jane Kenyon

Head, James H. Jewels From the Quarry of the Mind...

Heine, Lyman The Levi Woodbury Family: a Register of Its Papers in the Library of Congress
Higginson, Thomas Wentworth Army Life in a Black Regiment

Hobson, Richmond Pearson The Sinking of the Merrimac

Ishiguro, Kazuo Never Let Me Go

Kelly, John The Great Mortality: an Intimate History of the Black Death...

Kidd, Sue Monk The Mermaid Chair

Lisle, Laurie Four Tenths of an Acre: Reflections on a Gardening Life

Marshall, Megan The Peabody Sisters: Three Women Who Ignited American Romanitcism
Mazower, Mark Salonica, City of Ghosts: Christians, Muslims, and Jews, 1430-1950
McCall Smith, Alexander The Girl Who Married a Lion and Other Tales from Africa
McCall Smith, Alexander At the Villa of Reduced Circumstances

McCall Smith, Alexander The Finer Point of Sausage Dogs

McCall Smith, Alexander Portuguese Irregular Verbs

McCall Smith, Alexander 44 Scotland Street

McCullough, David G. 1776

McEwan, lan Saturday: a novel

McNamara, Martha J. From Tavern to Courthouse: Architecture & Ritual in American Law 1658-1860

Milwaukee Art Museum Byrdcliffe: An American Arts and Crafts Colony
Murphy, Kevin D. Colonial Revival Maine

Orloff, Charles Talcott Carol at 50: Remembering Her Fury: a Historical and Pictorial Summary of Hurricane Carol

Parry, Edward Owen Edward Parry of Portsmouth
Pearson, David English Bookbinding Styles 1450-1800, a handbook
Reiss, Tom The Orientalist: Solving the Mystery of a Strange and Dangerous Life

Rutkow, Ira M. Bleeding Blue and Gray: Civil War Surgery and the Education of American Medicine

Silber, Nina Daughters of the Union: Northern Women Fight the Civil War

Silverthorne, Elizabeth Sarah Orne Jewett: a Writer’s Life

Smith, George The Cabinet-maker and Upholsterer’s Guide

Stowe, William W. Going Abroad: European Travel in Nineteenth-Century American Culture
Tannenbaum, Rebecca J. The Healer’s Calling: Women and Medicine in Early New England
Thurber, James The Thurber Letters: The Wit, Wisdom, and Surprising Life of James Thurber
Townsend, Camilla Pocahontas and the Powhatan Dilemma: an American Portrait
Wadsworth Athenaeum American Paintings Before 1945 in the Wadsworth Athenaeum
Wendorf, Richard The Scholar-Librarian: Books, Libraries, and the Visual Arts

Williams, Thomas Leah, New Hampshire: The Collected Stories of Thomas Williams

Wilson, Richard Guy The Colonial Revival House

Xinran Sky Burial: an Epic Love Story of Tibet



From the Stacks. ..

Recent Archival and Photograph Accessions

Two letters addressed to Andrew B. Vennard (1841), gift of Kinley Gregg

Letter from Edmund Roberts to Joseph Story (1825), gift of Kinley Gregg

Four photographs of school classes at the Whipple School, gift of Elizabeth Galligan Feren
Joshua Wentworth and John Penhallow document (1784), Purchase

Log book and letter book (ca.1920-1939) for the Coast Guard Station at the Isles of Shoals, gift of Karen Valvo
Ledger of Portsmouth blacksmith, Thomas Moulton (ca. 1800), Purchase

Manuscripts related to the building and repair of Liberty Bridge, Purchase

Letter from Robert Means Jr. to Charles Stewart Davies (1809), gift of Richard Candee
Letter from Moses P. Parish to H. S. Parish (1835), gift of Kinley Gregg

Letter from John Turnball to Hannah Sheafe Henderson Hart (1805), Purchase

Manuscript deposition regarding Joseph Moses by John Foss (1801), Purchase

Account book for the Ship Paul Jones, Gift of Janice Woodman

Recent Gifts of Books and Printed Material

Richard Candee, Cherished Possessions: a New England Legacy by Nancy Carlisle

Sally Crockett, 11 pieces of Portsmouth ephemera

Robert Dunn, Specimen Days by Michael Cunningham

James E. Fender, On the Spur of Speed: the Continuing Account of the Life and Times of Geoffry Frost, gift of
the author

Janice Gallinge, The Up-country Line: Boston, Concord, & Montreal RR by Edgar Thorn Mead; The Last of the
Covered Bridge Builders by Milton S. Graton; and New Hampshire Covered Bridges: a Link with our
Past by NH Dept. of Transportation

Tom Hardiman, The Historian: a novel by Elizabeth Kostova

Mary Lou Hodgdon, Casanova in Bolzano by Saandor Maarai

Phillip Kendrick, Theater-by-the-Sea Feasibility Study

Kevin Lafond, Clipper: 1972, 1973, 2005; and Portsmouth Middle School Yearbook 2005

John Leith, Russia and Japan: and Complete History of the War in the Far East

Margaret Morrissey, A History of the United States of America by Charles A. Goodrich; Exeter, NH Directory;
and Portsmouth Directories.

Nancy Mulqueen, The Sari Shop: a novel by Rupa Bajwa

Marina Grot Turkevich Naumann, Blessed are the Peacekeepers: the Service of Thanksgiving for the
Portsmouth Treaty, September 5, 1905, by the donor

Northeast Cultural Co-op, The Portsmouth Peace Process: a Guide for Teachers

Jane & Richard Nylander, Jonathan Leo Fairbanks: a Painter’s Journey, 1952-2004

Picton Press, Ancestors of Margery Ruth Howe by Rogers Bruce Johnson

Peter Randall, Just Rye Harbor: an Appreciation and History by Thomas C. and Rosemary F. Claire; and The
New England Descendants of Ralph Farnum of Rochester by Russell C. Farnum; CD: Documentary on
an Airman’s Tour with the Eighth 1944-45; video: A History of Kittery, Maine.

David Sanderson, Harbors and High Seas: an Atlas and Geographical Guide to the Aubrey-Maturin Novels of
Patrick O’Brian by Dean King

William Seward, Robert W. Traip Acadamy, Kittery, Maine: the First One Hundred Years, 1905-2005 compiled
by Carol Richards Grover

Frederic A. Sharf, The Art of Propaganda: Lithographs Published During the Russo-Japanese War, 1904-1905
gift of the author

Michiko Nakanishi Vigden, Heroes and Friends: Behind the Scenes of the Treaty of Portsmouth, gift of the author

Barbara & Gerald Ward, American Furniture, 2004 edited by Luke Beckerdite

Richard Winslow, audio CD of NHPR program The Exchange: Beyond the Dollars and Cents of Base

Closures with Kevin Gardner and Richard E. Winslow |l

Recent Book Acquisitions

Oxford Encyclopedia of Food and Drink in America
Americans in Paris: a Literary Anthology
A&E Television Networks [DVD] The Crossing

WELCOME and THANKS

CONGRATULATIONS to the following new Proprietors —
previously introduced in the Newsletter:

Larry Benedict Mark Connolly Marcia Jebb Amy Sutton
Juliana Cardone Thaddeus Guldbrandsen Patrick Nerbonne Hilda Versluys
Philip Cavanaugh John Hopkins Max L. Smith Jonathan Wyckoff

WELCOME to the following new Subscribers:

Karen Bouffard is a real estate investor and a native of the Seacoast. She is very involved
with local history and lives in Portsmouth with her husband, Allen.

Douglas Carey is an educator, historian, and writer with close associations to the history of
the Little Harbor area. He lives in Rye, New York, but is a frequent visitor to Portsmouth.

Katherine Clark is an artist in the public relations and fundraising field and joins the
Athenzeum to promote the arts and participate in the lively interchange of ideas. She and
husband, Warren, live in Kensington.

Carol Lincoln is a library media specialist who is interested in preservation and cultural
programs. She lives in Porsmouth with her husband, Alan.

Mark Tarbell is a restaurateur, chef, and writer with an interest in old books and a long family
association with the Athenaeum. Mark lives in Phoenix, Arizona.

Constance Seery is a retired school teacher with an interest in the Athenaeum’s cultural
offerings. She and her husband, Dick, have lived in the Seacoast area for 12 years.

M. Elaine Tefft is an independent researcher in the Decorative Arts field and is an authority
on New Hampshire silver. Elaine lives in Bedford, New Hampshire.

WELCOME and THANKS
to these new and renewed FRIENDS OF THE ATHENAUM:

Richard Berry Craig Evans Paul Hughes Katherine Salter Pinneo
Irene Bush Anita Gauthier Philip Kendrick Mary Russell
Tom & Rose Claire Barbara Gregg David F. Lomasney Keith & Toni Searles
William Colbath Nate Hazen Donald Nieman Cynthia Thomas
Vincent D’Amico Diane Hodun Kurt Peterson Michiko N. Vigden

E. Thayer Drake Mr & Mrs David Wilcox

OUR GRATITUDE TO. ..

Dick Adams and Jon Wyckoff for scaling four stories of pipe staging to repair the leaking gutter.

Rachel Lyons, archivist with the New Orleans Jazz and Heritage Festival and Foundation, who has
been temporarily displaced by hurricane Katrina and is volunteering to catalog some of our rare
books.
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MANY THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING WHO GAVE IN RESPONSE TO OUR ANNUAL APPEAL.:

John Aber
Richard G. Adams
Robert G. Allen Il

Rhett Austell
Joan Barondes
Michael Baenen

Eve Barrett

Ferris Bavicchi
Peter & Nancy Beck
Betty Morton Belcher
Larry Benedict
Stephen Bennett
Peter Bergh & Janet Prince
Ronald Bourgeault
Evangeline Brawn
Laurence Bussey

Mary Cabrera
John Campbell
Richard Candee
Juliana Cardone

Margaret Scott Carter

Elizabeth Cavanagh

Philip T. Cavanaugh
John Chagnon
Deborah Child

Joan Christy

Irja Cilluffo

Carol ColeMark Connelly
Gloria Costello
Capt. Matthew Coté
Elizabeth Critchley

Irene Crosby

Michael Dater
Stanley O. Davis

Judith Day

Mary Decatur
Patricia DeGrandpre
Armistead Dennett
Robert Dishman
Gail Drobnyk
Robert Dunn
Barbara & Fred Engelbach
Rose Eppard
David Ewing
James E. Fender
Elizabeth Field
Lois Fonda
Eleanor Johnston Ford
Steve Fowle
Morris Foye Il
George Friese
Gary Ghigliotti
David Goodwillie
Ann Graf
Neil Graves
Frederick'S. Gray, Jr.
Russell B. Grazier
Ruth Griffin
Kevin. Guy
Margaret Harrington
Barbara Hill
Mary Lou Hodgdon
Margaret & Kevin Hodges
Daniel Hughes
Anne Jardim
John D. Kelley
Michael Kenslea
Herbert Kingsbury
Elaine Krasker
Simeon Jarvis

James Labrie
Elizabeth Larsen
Joan H. Larson
Charles Lassen
l. R. Lebel
Susan Lohse
Wendy Lull
Richard Lyons
Bruce Macintyre
John Mayer
Garvin McCurdy
Mark McNabb
Robert Mennell
Barbara Millar
Sally Mirsky
D. Bruce Montomery
Margaret Morrissey
Kathleen Murray
Patrick Nerbonne
Jane Nylander
Howard Odel
Joe Parks
John Payzant
Elsbeth Pope
Jane Porter
Beverly Powell-Woodward
Dr. Thomas Quinn
Peter Randall
Beth Bennett & Peter Rice
John Rice
Lee Roberts
J. Dennis Robinson
Ruthanne C. Rogers
Howell E. Russell
Jeffrey Salisbury

Joan Sanborn
David Sanderson
Eléonore Sanderson
Jean Sawtelle
John Schermerhorn
Regina Schirmer
Dr. Ira Schwartz
James Shanley
Renee Silverman
John B. & Gladys Smith
Thomas Smith
Sally Smyser
Clinton Springer
Alanson Sturgis
Alvah Sulloway
Thaxter Swan
Barbara Sweet
David A. Taylor
Heather Thomsen
Richard Toomey, Jr.
Eleanor Tracy
Charles L. Vaughn
Joyce & Ken Volk
Joan Waldron
Frances Warrick
Thomas R. Watson
Joan White
Sumner & Helen Winebaum
Roger Wood
Susan Zuckert

Gift in memory of
Dale Tedeschi:
R. J. Allister

ArtsAthenaaum:
Carl Crossman

ArtsAthenaum in memory of Libby Delano:
Rose Eppard

Athenaum Picnic:
Wendy Lull

Peter & Nancy Beck

Richard Candee

Michael Chubrich & Donna Saunders

Irene Crosby
Dudley Dudley

Jameson French
George Friese & David A. Taylor

ArtsAthenaum Exhibit:
Frank & Joan Graf

Jaci & Otto Grote
Shel & Elaine Krasker

Northeast Cultural Co-op
Jane Porter
Portsmouth Regional Hospital

Eléonore Sanderson

Jean Sawtelle

Sheraton Harborside Hotel

Sally Smyser

Toyota of Portsmouth

Eleanor Tracy

Winebaum Fund, GPCF

Ursula Wright

Eléonore Sanderson Poetry Series:
Felice Fullam & Peter Sullivan

Endowment:
Carl Crossman

Gift in Memory of Thomas Scott Dunn:
Jane W. Dunn

Michael Baenen
Larry Benedict

Special Collections:

Carl Crossman
Barbara Gregg

Unrestricted:
LEMD, Inc.
Middle Street Baptist Church
Mike Murray
National Society of the Colonial Dames, NH

COMING PORTSMOUTH ATHENAUM EVENTS

September — December, 2005

UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED, ALL EVENTS ARE FREE AND OPEN TO THE
PUBLIC. RESERVATIONS ARE REQUESTED, SINCE SPACE IS LIMITED.

THROUGH
NOV. 5 Exhibit “War and Peace: Images from the Russo-Japanese War 1904 -1905.”
Tues., Thurs., Sat., 1:00 — 4:00 p.m., Randall Gallery.

SEPT. 25  The Portsmouth Maritime Folk Festival features performances in the Sawtelle
Reading Room, 1:30 — 5:00 p.m.

SEPT. 27 Anne Nishimura Morse, curator of Japanese art at the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston,

speaks on "Artists Reflections on the War." 5:30 p.m., North Church.

OCT. 1 Kathleen Dalton, author of Theodore Roosevelt: A Strenuous Life," looks at the
president's diplomatic coup in her lecture, "Roosevelt to the Rescue," 5:30 p.m., North
Church.

OCT. 8 Athenasum Book Sale, South Church Parish Hall, 9:00 a.m.— noon. Doanted books

are now being accepted at the Sanderson Barn or the Athenaeum. For pick-up or large

donations, to volunteer your time or truck for moving the books on the 7th and 8th, or

to help sell books, please contact Peter Narbonne or Michael Baenen at 207-748-0808.

OCT. 15 Poetry reading and book signing by Annie Boutelle, Senior Lecturer at Smith College

and author of Becoming Bone: Poems on the Life of Celia Thaxter (1836-1894),

2:30 p.m., Sawtelle Reading Room.

NOV. 1 Carolyn Roy will give a lecture, “At the Sign of the Golden Teapot: Abraham Isaac,
Merchant of Portsmouth,” in a session of the Piscataqua Decorative Arts Society, 5:30
p.m., Tyco Visitors Center, Strawbery Banke. $10 for non-PDAS members.

NOV. 3 Lecture and book signing by Bruce Parsons, author of Star Island Images, 7:00 p.m.,

Research Library.

NOV. 10 An informal Athenzeum Tea in the Reading Room offers current Athenaeum members,

new members and friends the chance to gather and find common threads. 4:00 —

6:00 p.m., Sawtelle Reading Room.

DEC. 1 In honor of the 200th anniversary of the Athenaeum’s historic building in Market

Square, Tom Hardiman gives an illustrated talk on the building’s architect, Bradbury

Johnson (1766 —1819), and his work in Maine and NH, 7:00 p.m., Research Library.

DEC. 9 Opening of the Tenth Annual Proprietors’ Exhibition, 5:30 — 8:00 p.m., Randall Gallery.

Show continues through January 12th.

DEC. 9 Gala Holiday Party. Invitations are forthcoming. Reservations required.



