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“Farm and Mountains”
Opens September 23
By the turn of the nineteenth century, Portsmouth
was a thriving city, home to one of the country’s
largest breweries, as well as manufacturers of
shoes, buttons, and nearby, naval ships. Farming
as a vocation and a way of life was fast disappearing
from city boundaries, however, according to
Athenæum Proprietor Peter Randall who curates
the  upcoming  exhibit “ Farm  and  Mountains,”  a 

century-old photographic documentation of the
James family farm on the banks of Sagamore
Creek created by the young Walter H. James.

James (1873–1963), whose photographic record is
unmatched in the New Hampshire seacoast but
was never before displayed in Portsmouth, was a
graduate of Portsmouth High School and M.I.T.
where he later became a professor of mechanical
engineering. “He began to photograph seriously
with his own four by five inch large format camera
around 1906,” according to Randall, “one that could  
make glass-plate and film negatives. Later he  had
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Alma Morse and dog, Bobbie, by Sagamore Creek, 1908

Photograph by Walter H. James.

an eight by ten camera."

The  exhibit,  which  runs  through Nov. 29  and is 
supported in part by a gift from Bruce MacIntyre of
the Portsmouth office of Oppenheimer & Co., Inc.,
includes images both from the Portsmouth farm
and the White Mountains, where James and his
wife camped and climbed in all seasons and is
being put together with the cooperation of
James’ grandchildren, Jane English of East
Calais, Vt., and Ben English Jr. of Jackson, New
Hampshire.

Donations of books are currently being

accepted for the Athenæum’s Annual Book

Sale, scheduled for Saturday, November 1st,

from 9:00 a.m. until noon at the South

Church Parish Hall. Books should be delivered

to the Sanderson Barn or the Athenæum

itself. For pick-up of large donations, or to

volunteer your time or truck for moving the

books on the 30th and 31st, please contact

Herb Kingsbury at 207-439-6449 or Carol

Lincoln at 603-373-0366.

Book Sale Reminder



SEPT. 21 Opening reception for “Farm and Mountains,” an exhibition of the photographs of Walter H. 

James of Portsmouth. Continues through Nov. 29th. Randall Gallery.

OCTOBER State Archives Month: by proclamation of Gov. Lynch, to “encourage all citizens to appreciate 

(ongoing) the work of our archivists and the history documented in the records that they preserve.”

OCT. 23 Presentation by Jane and Ben English, grandchildren of Walter H. James who speak about 

his life, adventures, and photography. 5:30 p.m., Research library.  

NOV. 1 Annual Athenæum Book Sale 9:00 a.m. to noon,South Church Parish Hall.

NOV. 6 Keeper Tom Hardiman leads an informal discussion on Athenæum collections, focusing on 

recent acquisitions and challenges for managing and developing the growing collections. 

5:30 p.m., Research Library. 

NOV. 20 Assistant Librarian Carolyn Marvin presents “Hanging Ruth Blay,” an illustrated talk on her 

extensive research on the trial and execution of Ruth Blay in Portsmouth in 1768. 

7:00 p.m., Research Library. 

DEC. 12 Opening of the Twelfth Annual Proprietor’s Show — on view Tuesdays, Thursdays, & Saturdays

through January 10th,1 :00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m., Randall Gallery. 

DEC 12 Annual Athenæum Holiday Gala. Invitations forthcoming.

JAN. 14 190th Annual meeting of the Proprietors of the Portsmouth Athenæum. Invitations forthcoming.

OCTOBER, 2008 - JANUARY, 2009

FREE & OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED

UPCOMING
EVENTS

Space for Many Events is Limited; Please Call 431-2538, ext. 2, for Reservations 

Open to all proprietors and their spouses or domestic partners, this exciting annual event begins

December 12, concurrent with the Annual Holiday Festivities and runs through January 14, 2009. Entries

are limited to two per person (of which at least one will be displayed); and may be any original work

including painting, sculpture, photography, woodwork, needlework, ceramics, metalwork, floral design and

prints. To enter, fill out the forms found on the back page, attach one to the back of each piece and bring

the other when you deliver your work. 

All work (except floral designs) should be delivered Saturday, December 6, between 10:00 a.m.  and 4:00

p.m. to the Randall Gallery.  All work needs to be framed and ready for hanging. Any 3-D work should be

supplied with a pedestal, if possible.  Floral designers should be in touch with Deborah Richards (603-

433-4792) for instructions.  

All work is exhibited at the artist's own risk as there will be no insurance coverage or gallery sitters for this

show.  Prices will not be listed; any inquiries about purchase of pieces will be directed to the artist. All

work should be picked up January 17 between 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Thirteenth Annual Proprietors Art Show
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CONGRATULATIONS,
WELCOME & THANKS

TO THE FOLLOWING NEW               

PROPRIETORS, MEMBERS, & FRIENDS

WELCOME and thanks to the following new and renewed Friends of the Athenæum:

Malcolm & Susan Barlow

Diane Hodun / Sise Inn

Bill Holly

Joan Jones

Philip Kendrick

Charles & Ellen Kirkpatrick

Cynthia Pridham -Thomas

Donald L. Sloper

Elisabeth Widmer

David & Doris Willcox

ADOPT-A- BOOK:
Sherrie Mahne
Charles W. Wendell

ANNUAL APPEAL:
Michael Baenen
Richard G. Adams
R. J. Allister
Rhett Austell
Elizabeth & Douglas Aykroyd
Susan Sweetser Bank
Elizabeth Bardwell
Joan Barondes 
Eve Barrett
Christopher Bartlett
Ferris Bavicchi
Ann Beattie
Nancy Beck
Larry Benedict
Stephen Bennett
Peter Bergh
Terri Beyer
Charles Bickford
Jeffrey & Martha Bolster
David & Nancy Borden
Evangeline Brawn
Frances Browne
Maryellen Burke
Mary Cabrera
John & Eleanor Campbell
Richard Candee
Joseph Capobianco
Juliana Cardone
Douglas Carey
Elizabeth Cavanagh
Phil & Meg Cavanaugh
Dr. Robert Chaikin
Deb Child
Joan Christie
Irja Cilluffo 
Geoffrey & Martha Fuller Clark
Patrick Clary
Carol S. Cole
Richard Cooper
Mark Connolly
Wendy Coté
Irene Crosby
Vincent D’Amico
Michael Dater
Stanley Owen Davis

Judy Day & Larry Miller
Charles DeGrandpre
Patricia DeGrandpre
Armistead Dennett
Charles Doleac
Dudley Dudley
Roland Emerton
Rev. John Miles Evans
David & Elria Ewing
Steven & Karen Parker Feld
Steve Fowle
Morris Foye
Eleanor Johnston Ford
George Friese
Rick Gadway / Federal Cigar
Gary Ghigliotti
Lane Goss
Ann Graf
Frank Graf, M.D.
Neil Graves
Frederick Gray, Jr.
Russell Grazier
Ruth L. Griffin
Nancy Grossman
Richard Grossman
Robert A. Hall
Sarah Hamill
Susan Hamilton
Joseph W. Hammond
Mrs. W. F. Harrington
Mrs. Justin D. Hartford
Barbara Hill
Ronda J. Baker Hill
Mary Lou Hodgdon
Margaret Hodges
John Hopkins
Cleave Horton & Darcy Scott
Anne Howells Trust 
Daniel Hughes
Col. Lionel Ingram
Ray Jarvis
Simeon Jarvis
Joan T. Jones
Susan Kaufmann
John D. Kelley
Rev. Edward J. Kelley
Michael Kenslea
Norman F. C. Kent
Herbert Kingsbury
Cynthia Knapp 

Elaine S. Krasker
James Labrie
Peter Lamb
John C. Lamson
Elizabeth B. Larsen
I. R. Lebel
Susan Lohse
Wendy Lull
Richard L. Lyons
John Maher
Dana Walker Mayo 
Jan McCracken
Garvin McCurdy
Barbara Millar
Robert Mennel
D. Bruce Montgomery
Joyce Morgan
Claudia Morner
Margaret Morrissey
Stephen Munton 
John James Murphy
Kate Murray
Peter Narbonne & 

Michael Baenen 
Donald Neiman
G. Patrick Nerbonne
Jane Nylander
Joe Parks
Elinor Lamson Pearson
Karen Pierce
Richard Pender
Elsbeth Pope
Jane Porter
Beverly Powell-Woodward
Sherm Pridham
William Purinton
Thomas W. Quinn
Peter Randall
Barbara Renner
Anne Reynolds
John Rice
Donald Rickleffs
Lee Roberts
Neil Rolde
Jon & Kathy Ross
James Russ
Howell E. Russell
Edward Rutledge
Carol Rymes
Jeffrey Salisbury

David & Elèonore 
Sanderson

Elèonore P. Sanderson
Jean E. Sawtelle
John Schermerhorn
Ira Schwartz, M.D.
Robert Shaines
Stuart Shaines
James Shanley
Andrew Sherburne
Renee Silverman
Donald L. Sloper, Jr.
Max Smith
Stacy Smith
Thomas F. Smith
Sally Smyser
Clinton H. Springer
Sharon Stephan
Sally Strazdins
Alanson Sturgis, Jr.
Sally K. Sulloway
Thaxter Swan
Barbara Sweet
Mark Tarbell
M. Elaine Tefft in memory

of Stanton E. Tefft
David Allan Taylor
Heather Thomsen 
Richard Toomey
Eleanor Johnson Tracy
The Trefoil Foundation
Wendy Turner
Joyce Volk
Bill Wagner
Joan Waldron
Barbara & Gerry Ward
Jeff Warner
Thomas R. Watson
David Watters
Rodney K. Watterson
Marcy Weeks
Nancy Wetzel
Joan White
Sumner Winebaum
Roger Wood
Jonathan Wyckoff
Susan Zuckert

ARTS ATHENÆUM:
Anne Howells Trust

Generosity:
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Generosity, cont:
BOOK FUND:
Michael Baenen
Robin Silva
GIFTS IN MEMORY
OF JOE FROST:
R. J. Allister
Deborah M. Child
Armistead & Louise Dennett
Greg Drake
Glen & Kate    

(Hardiman) Gordon
Tom Hardiman

Mary Lou Hodgdon
Kittery Historical & 

Naval Society
Edward P. Moriarty
Keith & Antoinette Searles
Lillian Wilson
George & Patricia Young
ENDOWMENT:
Donald S. Margeson

GIFTS IN MEMORY
OF PHIL HODGDON:

Armistead & Louise Dennett
GIFTS IN MEMORY
OF HOWIE RUSSELL:
Jane & Dennis Derby
Tom Hardiman
Glenn & Sally Kisch
Cynthia Knapp
Wendy Lull
Edna & Richard Merritt
Nelson & John Schnitzler
Winifred R. Welch

GIFTS IN MEMORY
OF FRANCES T.
SANDERSON:
Alfred & Dolores Hubert
GIFT IN SUPPORT
OF THE WALTER
JAMES EXHIBIT:
Bruce MacIntyre,   

Oppenheimer, Inc.

During the summer, the Art and Artifacts Collection received from Joseph W.P. Frost the gift of three pencil

drawings.  They depict the Lady Pepperrell House on Kittery

Point and two of its inhabitants, Joseph Cutts and his daughter

Sally.  One of the drawings is dated 1842, and the others are

presumably of the same date.  All are signed “Fiske”—a  note on

the back of one identifying the artist as “Mr. Fiske, minister of

the Congregational Church.”  This was probably Albert William

Fiske, minister in Kittery Point from 1850 to 1857. At the time the

drawings were executed, Fiske was the minister in nearby

Alfred, Maine.

Joseph Cutts, a wealthy merchant, purchased the Lady Pepperrell

House from the Pepperrell family in 1790.  However, he suffered

financial reverses in the War of 1812  which were never recovered.

The family acquired a reputation for being eccentric to the point

of insanity, and one can see in these small portraits that both 

figures are dressed in a very outmoded fashion.  Sally, shown here,

wears clothes some fifty years out of style.  After her father’s

death, she lived on in the house which slowly deteriorated.  By

1866, when a writer for the Portsmouth Journal visited the

house, it had become a “sad spectacle” and the grounds “neglected

and dismal,” awaiting its restoration in the twentieth century.

These three important documents relating to one of the most

significant colonial buildings in New England are just the most

recent additions to long list of treasures given over the years by Joe Frost. From the time he joined the

Athenæum in 1949 to his death in July, Joe was a passionate contributor to the collections. In the months

before his death, he designated a large part of his collection of books and manuscripts relating to the

Pepperrell family and Piscataqua history to come to the Athenaeum, to be preserved along with the vast

number of thing he had already given over the past 59 years. We are grateful for his legacy and will miss

his cheerful humor.  

— Elizabeth Aykroyd, Curator

Recent Acquisition:
Three Drawings from the Lady Pepperrell House

Drawing of Sally Cutts, circa 1842, by A.W. Fiske
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Mark Anderson: Walt Disney: the Triumph of the American Imagination by Neal Gabler; Rhett Austell: H.T.W.S.S.T.K.S.
and his Followers N.Y; Elizabeth and Douglas Aykroyd: Household furnishings in Portsmouth, New Hampshire,
1750-1775 by Elizabeth Adams Rhodes and Bible. The New Testament of Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ,
translated out of the original Greek; Michael Baenen and Peter Narbonne: The Exchange Artist: A Tale of High-
flying Speculation and America's First Banking Collapse by Jane Kamensky; Richard Candee: Palladio in Print: 
An Exhibition of Books from Queen's University and Private Collectors by Pierre de la Ruffiniere Du Prey; Helen
C. Knight, 1814-1906, Bibliography by Richard Candee; The Quest for a Higher Ideal: Abolition or Saving the
Union? by Daniel A. Metraux; Portrait of a Patriot by Daniel Coquillette; City of Portsmouth: Chase Roy Whitcher:
a Monograph by Preservation Company and Historic Structures Report: Academy Building and Morton-Benedict
House, Portsmouth, New Hampshire by Preservation Company; Carol Cole: Portsmouth High School, Class of
1920, Fiftieth Reunion; Robert Dunn: What is Home by Robert Dunn, ed; Lois Fonda: Incidents and Narratives of
Travel, Europe, Asia, Africa and America, in Various Periods of History by John Frost; Navigation New Modelled:
or, a Treatise of Geometrical, Trigonometrical, Arithmetical, Instrumental... by Henry Wilson; The China Pilot. The
Coasts of China, Korea, and Tartary... by John W. King; Thomas Hardiman: Surface Design for Ceramics by

Maureen Mills; Broderick Hollis: The Choice: A Discourse Occasioned by the Present Severe Drought... by

Samuel MacClintock, D.D.; Paul Peter Jesep: Crucifing Jesus and Secularizing America: The Republic of Faith
Without Wisdom by Paul Peter Jesep; Kevin Lafond: Portsmouth Middle School Yearbook, 2008 and Clipper,
2008; John Lear: A collection of Portsmouth High School ephemera and newsletters; Ruth Lines Collection: The
Flag Paintings of Childe Hassam by Ilene Susan Fort; The Ships' Locator: a Reference to Over 2,000 Ships,
Schooners by Robert M. Jackson; Architecture in Early New England by Abbott Lowell Cummings; A Glossary of
Colonial Architectural Terms, with a Bibliography of Books by Norman Morrison Isham; New Hampshire
Cabinetmakers and Allied Craftsmen, 1790-1850: A Check List by Jane C. Giffen; The Furnishing of Portsmouth
Houses, 1750-1775 by Elizabeth Adams Rhodes; Kittery Historical Society Presents Churches of Kittery by Henry

M. Bakula; The Story of the Congregational Church, Kittery Point, Maine; June Nickerson Rogers: Diary of Ezra
Green, M.D., Surgeon on Board the Continental Ship-of-War Ranger under John Paul Jones by Ezra Green;

Courtney MacLachlan: Photography in Upper New England, 1839-1860 (Maine, New Hampshire, Vermont) by

John S.Craig, ed.; Robin Silva: Focus: A Photographic Journal of Seacoast NH by Citywide Neighborhood

Committee and the Portsmouth Middle School; A Walk in the Woods: Rediscovering America on the Appalachian
Trail by Bill Bryson; Curious New England: The Unconventional Traveler's Guide to Eccentric Destinations by

Joseph A. Citro; Robbing the Bees: A Biography of Honey—The Sweet Liquid Gold That Seduced the World by

Holley Bishop; St. Johnsbury Athenæum: The St. Johnsbury Athenæum Handbook of the Art Collection by St.

Johnsbury Athenæum (Saint Johnsbury, Vt.); University Press of New England: Home by Nine: The Real South
End by Harold Whitehouse; Summer by the Seaside: The Architecture of New England Coastal Resort Hotels,
1820-1950 by Bryant Franklin Tolles; and The Treaty of Portsmouth and its Legacies; Joyce Volk: Atlantic History
by Bernard Bailyn; Patricia Wall: Notes on the History of Slavery in Massachusetts by George Henry Moore.

Gifts of Books

RECENT

ACCESSIONS, GIFTS

& ACQUISITIONS

FROM THE
STACKS

Ship Model Book is A.W.O.L.
The Athenæum recently purchased Arnold Kriegstein’s book, Seventeenth and Eighteenth Century Ship
Models from the Kriegstein Collection, because of its relation to the Athenæum’s 1748 admiralty model

of H.M.S. America. This very expensive, illustrated book was removed from the library without being

signed out. We would very much like to see the book returned and we remind all of our members to

please sign out all books and to periodically check your shelves and night stands for any Athenæum books.



Historical New Hampshire (Vol. 62, No. 1), Spring 2008.
I Wish I'd Been There, Book Two: European History

Alther, Lisa, Kinfolks: Falling off the Family Tree
Ash, Stephen V. Firebrand of Liberty: The Story of Two Black Regiments That Changed the Course of the 

Civil War
Bainbridge, David. Beyond the zonules of Zinn : A Fantastic Journey Through Your Brain
Balf, Todd The Darkest Jungle: The True Story of the Darién Expedition
Bernstein, William J. A Splendid Exchange: How Trade Shaped the World
Blastland, Michael The Numbers Game
Blechman, Andrew D. Leisureville : Adventures in America's Retirement Utopias
Bolt, Rodney The Librettist of Venice: The Remarkable Life of Lorenzo D. Ponte, Mozart's Poet,

Casanova's Friend
Brandt, Allan M. The Cigarette Century: The Rise, Fall, and Deadly Persistence of the Product that Defined 

America
Candee, Richard M. Russell Cheney: A New England Master. Northern New England Paintings 1910-45
Candee, Richard M. Russell Cheney, 1881-1945: Rediscovery of a New England Master
Carr, Jonathan, The Wagner Clan: The Saga of Germany's Most Illustrious and Infamous Family
Charyn, Jerome Johnny One-Eye: A Tale of the American Revolution
Chesnut, Mary Novels by Mary Chestnut
Clover, Charles. The End of the Line: How Overfishing is Changing the World and What We Eat
DeLong, Thomas A. Madame Chiang Kai-shek and Miss Emma Mills : China's First Lady and Her American 

Friend
Dowling, Linda C. Charles Eliot Norton: The Art of Reform in Nineteenth-Century America

Dublin Seminar for 
New England Folklife Life on the Streets and Commons, 1600 to the Present
Dunn, Susan Dominion of Memories: Jefferson, Madison, and the Decline of Virginia
Erdrich, Louise The Plague of Doves
Fagan, Brian, Editor Discovery! Unearthing the New Treasures of Archaeology
Faust, Drew Gilpin This Republic of Suffering: Death and the American Civil War
Franklin, H. Bruce The Most Important Fish in the Sea: Menhaden and America
Gerzina, Gretchen Mr. and Mrs. Prince: How an Extraordinary Eighteenth-Century Family Moved Out of 

Slavery and into Legend
Hall, Brian Fall of Frost
Harington, Donald Farther Along
Harland, John Seamanship in the Age of Sail: An Account of the Ship-handling of the Sailing Man-of-war, 

1600-1860
Hill, Rosemary God's Architect: Pugin and the Building of Romantic Britain
Horwitz, Tony A Voyage Long and Strange: Rediscovering the New World
Hudson, Graham S. Design & Printing of Ephemera in Britain & America, 1720-1920
Iagnemma, Karl The Expeditions: a Novel
Iyer, Pico The Open Road: The Global Journey of the Fourteenth Dalai Lama
Kaiser, David E. The Road to Dallas: The Assassination of John F. Kennedy
Kavanagh, Julie Nureyev: The Life
Kelly, Cynthia, Editor The Manhattan
Kennedy, A. L. Day
Kinsley, Michael E. Please Don't Remain Calm: Provocations and Commentaries
Kolakowski, Leszek Why Is There Something Rather Than Nothing?: 23 Questions from Great 

Philosophers
Krupp, Andrea Bookcloth in England and America, 1823-50

FROM THE STACKS, cont.

Recent Acquisitions
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Kurlansky, Mark The Last Fish Tale
Lahiri, Jhumpa Unaccustomed Earth
Lane, Charles The Day Freedom Died
Levitov, Betty Africa on Six Wheels: a Semester on Safari
Liao, Yiwu The Corpse Walker: Real Life Stories, China from the Bottom Up
Litvag, Irving Singer in the Shadows: The Strange Story of Patience Worth
Lomborg, Bjorn Cool It: The Skeptical Environmentalist's Guide to Global Warming
Macfarlane, Robert The Wild Places
Malamed, Sandra C. The Jews in Early America: A Chronicle of Good Taste and Good Deeds
Matteson, John Eden's Outcasts: The Story of Louisa May Alcott and her Father
McCall Smith, Alexander Love Over Scotland
McCall Smith, Alexander The Miracle at Speedy Motors
McCullough, Jonathan J. A Tale of Two Subs
McLeish, Todd Golden Wings and Hairy Toes: Encounters with New England's Most Imperiled Wildlife
McMillen, Sally Gregory Seneca Falls and the Origins of the Women's Rights Movement
Mead, Walter Russell God and Gold: Britain, America, and the Making of the Modern World
Meredith, Robyn The Elephant and the Dragon: The Rise of India and China and What It Means 

for All of Us
Molyneaux, Paul Swimming in Circles: Aquaculture and the End of Wild Oceans
Moody, Anthony David Ezra Pound: Poet
Moses, Nancy Lost in the Museum
Myers, Patty Barthell Female Index to Genealogical Dictionary of the First Settlers of New England
Nash, Gary B. Friends of Liberty: Thomas Jefferson, Tadeusz Koâsciuszko, and Agrippa Hull
Palmer, Douglas Seven Million Years: The Story of Human Evolution
Patton, Robert H Patriot Pirates: The Privateer War for Freedom and Fortune in the American 

Revolution
Pollan, Michael In Defense of Food: An Eater's Manifesto
Rhodes, Richard Arsenals of Folly: The Making of the Nuclear Arms Race
Robinson, V. Gene In the Eye of the Storm: Swept to the Center by God
Schlesinger, Arthur M. Journals, 1952-2000
Sennett, Richard The Craftsman
Shaara, Jeff  The Steel Wave: A Novel of World War II 
Shah, Tahir In Arabian nights: A Caravan of Moroccan Dreams
Sher, Richard B The Enlightenment & the Book: Scottish Authors & Their Publishers in 

Eighteenth-century Britain
Shrady, Nicholas The Last Day: Wrath, Ruin, and Reason in the great Lisbon Earthquake of 1755
Simic, Charles Sixty Poems
Simic, Charles That Little Something: Poems
Stansky, Peter The First Day of the Blitz: September 7, 1940
Talarigo, Jeff The Ginseng Hunter 
Ufford, Letitia Wheeler The Pasha: How Mehemet Ali Defied the West, 1839-1841
Waldman, Steven Founding Faith: Providence, Politics, and the Birth of Religious Freedom in 

America 
Ward, Andrew The Slaves' War: The Civil War in the Words of Former Slave
Willard, Pat Writers' Program (U.S.).America Eats!: On the Road with the WPA
Winchester, Simon The Man Who Loved China: The Fantastic Story of the Eccentric Scientist

Who Unlocked the Mysteries
Winterthur Library The Winterthur Library Revealed: Five Centuries of Design and Inspiration
Zakaria, Fareed The Post-American World
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(home)_____________(work)____________
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Medium:_____________________________

Size:________________________________

Date of work:_________________________
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