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Annual Book Sale
Planned for October 3

Time once again to begin preparations for
the annual Athenæum Book Sale, scheduled this
year for Saturday, Oct. 3rd, 9:00 a.m. til noon, at the
Sanderson’s barn in Portsmouth. Used books can be
dropped at the Athenæum or taken to the barn on
Sept. 8, 15, or 22 (call 431-2538 for times and
directions). Please consider helping out, either by
donating or volunteering to transport or sort books.
We’re  also  looking  for  musical  accompaniment 
during the  sale and for  someone  to run a Bake Sale.
Contact Carol Lincoln (carol.lincoln@comcast.net) with
any questions. Other Committee members include
Ellie and Dave Sanderson, and Nancy Grossman.

Welcome and Thanks
Book Acquisitions
Recent Gifts and Purchases

Upcoming Events
July - October, 2009

Inside:

Events and News for Proprietors, Subscribers, & Friends of the Portsmouth Athenæum

Would You Know These Folks on Sight?
At the Athenæum’s Annual Meeting in March, it quickly
became apparent that the current economic downturn
makes leadership of such non-profit groups as ours a
choice made by only the only the most dedicated and
intrepid of spirits.

The group at left, your newly elected Board of Directors,
are such people. They deserve not merely our good
wishes and thanks for taking all this on, but hefty 
donations of our time and assistance in order to get the
job done. 

Officers include President Carvel Tefft, Vice President
G. Patrick Nerbonne, Treasurer William Purinton, and
Secretary Douglas Aykroyd. They join Directors Ann
Beattie, Karen Bouffard, Philip Cavanaugh, Katherine
Clark, Frederick Gray, Jr., Susan Hamilton, Col. Lionel
Ingram, Simeon Jarvis and Michael Murray; and with
the help of past-President Wendy Lull and Keeper
Tom Hardiman, will help to keep the Athenæum the 
fabulous seacoast resource it has become.

Next time you pass them on the street, offer to join a
committee, help with an exhibit, or simply say thanks.

Past President
Wendy Lull

Vice President
Patrick Nerbonne

President
Carvel Tefft



THROUGH
OCT. 31 “Selections from the Ogunquit Museum of American Art” on view, Randall Gallery

JULY 2 Armistead & Louise Dennett host an Athenæum tea, 4:00-6:00 p.m., Reading Room.

JULY 3 “Art ‘Round Town,” showcasing works from the Ogunquit Museum of American Art, 
5:00-8:00 p.m., Randall Gallery

JULY 16 Gallery talk on “Selections from the Ogunquit Museum of American Art” by Ron Crusan, 
OMAA Director, 5:30 p.m., Randall Gallery 

AUG. 7 “Art ‘Round Town,” showcasing works from the Ogunquit Museum of American Art, 
5:00-8:00 p.m., Randall Gallery

AUG. 11 Thomas Deneberg, Deputy Director and Chief Curator of the Portland Museum of Art, 
lectures on the “Call of the Coast: Art Colonies of New England.” 7:00 pm. at the Ogunquit
Museum of American Art. Co-sponsored by the Portsmouth Athenæum. 
(The Portland Museum of Art holds an exhibition of the same title June 25-October 12.)  

AUG. 11 Seventeenth Annual Athenæum Pot-luck Picnic, 5:30 p.m., Seacoast Science Center. 
Invitations forthcoming.

AUG. 12  Bus trip to the Ogunquit Museum from the Athenæum. $30 includes box lunch. Space is 
limited. Phone early for reservations.

SEPT. 4 “Art ‘Round Town,” showcasing works from the Ogunquit Museum of American Art, 
5:00-8:00 p.m., Randall Gallery

SEPT. 8,
15, & 22 Book drop-off at the Sanderson Barn, 248 Spinney Rd., Portsmouth for the Athenæum 

Book Sale. Phone 431-2538 for times and directions.

SEPT. 15 In a meeting of the Piscataqua Decorative Arts Society, Hollis Brodrick lectures on “New 
Discoveries In Decorative Arts and Artifacts of The Piscataqua Region.” 5:30 p.m., Tyco 
Center, Strawbery Banke. $10 for non-PDAS members.

SEPT. 17       Gallery talk on “Selections from the Ogunquit Museum of American Art” by Ron Crusan, 
OMAA Director, 5:30 p.m., Randall Gallery.

SEPT. 26       Portsmouth Maritime Folk Festival presents cameo concert performances by various 
artists. Free and open to the public. 1:00- 5:00 p.m., Sawtelle Reading Room.

OCT. 1 In a meeting of the Piscataqua Decorative Arts Society, Susan Strickler hosts a special 
behind-the-scenes session on “Arts of The Piscataqua.” 6:00 p.m., Currier Museum of Art, 
Manchester. $10 for non-PDAS members.

OCT. 2 “Art ‘Round Town,” showcasing works from the Ogunquit Museum of American Art, 
5:00-8:00 p.m., Randall Gallery

OCT. 3 Annual Athenæum Book Sale. Sanderson Barn, 248 Spinney Road, Portsmouth. 

JULY, 2009 - OCTOBER, 2009

FREE & OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED

UPCOMING
EVENTS
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Space for Many Events is Limited; Please Call 431-2538, ext. 2, for Reservations 



Welcome
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CONGRATULATIONS,
WELCOME & THANKS

TO THE FOLLOWING NEW               

PROPRIETORS, MEMBERS, & FRIENDS

Robert Gray Allen
Mark Allinson
Allan D. Ammann
David Borden
Thomas Catalano
Arlon Chafee

Patrick Clary
George Eatman
John Miles Evans
Sally Ford
Amy Gant
William Dean Howells

Allen McGee
Sam Page
Susan Reynolds
Monica Reuss
Edward Robinson
Stephanie Seacord

John Shaw
Elizabeth Tarbell
Nancy Wetzel
Douglas Wheeler

Thanks

&

Nicholas Baker
Malcolm & Susan Barlow
Margaret Betts
Dianne & Jack Chambers
Tyson Dines III
E. Thayer Drake
Anita Gauthier
Barbara Gregg

David E. Hersee, Jr.
Paul F. Hughes
Philip H. Kendrick
Charles & Ellen Kirkpatrick 
James E. Ladd
Ellen Marlatt
Becky McBeath
Edward McNitt

Rich Pender
Catherine Salter Pinneo
Sara Rhoades
Keith Searles
Stuart Shaines
Donald Sloper
Cynthia Thomas
Monique L. Zombeck

And Thanks to The Following New and Renewed Friends of the Athenæum

are due everyone who helped in the grueling
work of transferring all of our manuscript collections out of and back into the vault during the ceiling repairs:
Douglas & Elizabeth Aykroyd, Richard Candee, Kitty Clark, Ronan Donohoe, Kinley Gregg, Gerry Kelly, Wendy
Lull, and Bill & Nancy Purinton. Also to Susan Hamilton and Ron Cruzan for their excellent work in hanging our
summer exhibit and extra special thanks to Deb Richards and Sally Strazdins for catering to the multitudes at
the opening. Our gratitude to Sherry Wood for hosting our July “Art ‘Round Town” opening, with help from Eliza
Wood, Ed, Inge, and Tori. And to Army and Louise Dennett for hosting a tea for new Subscribers and
Proprietors, with indispensable help from Sarah Hamill, Wendy Cote, and John and Wendy Mason.

Congratulations to the following new Proprietors introduced in previous Newsletters:

Welcome to new Subscribers. . .

. . .Stephen Decatur, retired from the advertising world and now pursuing his interests in New England and
naval history, as well as genealogy. He and his wife, Marcia, live in Marblehead.

. . .Joyce Fitzpatrick, a retired Assistant U.S. Attorney now living in Portsmouth. She has a background in lit-
erature and theater, in addition to law, and appreciates the legacy of the Athenæum.

. . .William Hazen, a retired Lieutenant Colonel in the U.S. Army with a keen interest in local history. He lives
in Kittery Point with his wife, Marcia Gibbons.

. . .Lynne Kelley, retired from the English Department of Phillips Academy, Andover and now living in
Portsmouth. Lynne is a researcher and writer and an active community volunteer.

. . .Jessica Ritzo, a Project Director of Market Research and Consulting whose family has a long history of
association with the Athenæum. She lives in Portsmouth with her husband, Anthony.

. . .Sheelagh Ryan, a native of Belfast, Northern Ireland, who’s an avid reader with an interest in history.
She and her husband, John, now live in Portsmouth.

. . .Tara Vose, Collections Manager at Strawbery Banke Museum, and a resident of Portsmouth with a life-
long interest in history and language.
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ADOPT-A- BOOK:
Larry Benedict
Jeff Bolster
Richard Candee
Joseph Capobianco
Barbara Engelbach
Ronda Baker Hill
Michael Kenslea
Wendy Lull
Joe & Nancy Mulqueen
John & Carolyn Payzant
Jane Porter
Elèonore Sanderson
Sumner Winebaum

ANNUAL APPEAL:
Richard G. Adams
R. J. Allister
Allan D. Ammann
Carol & Rhett Austell
Ferris Bavicchi
Ann Beattie
Nancy Beck
Larry Benedict
Janet Prince & Peter Berg
Charles Bickford
Carl W. Brage
Evangeline R. Brawn
Frances Browne
Irene Bush
Laurence Bussey
Richard Candee
Julianna Cardone
Elizabeth Cavanagh
Phil & Meg Cavanaugh
Deborah M. Child
Joan Christy
Katharine Clark
Mark Connolly
Wendy Coté
Irene Crosby
Vincent D’Amico
Mike Dater
Stanley Owen Davis

Hon. Judith Day
Patricia DeGrandpre
Armistead Dennett
Charles Doleac
Gail Drobnyk
Julian Fisher
Lois Fonda
Simeon P. Jarvis
Eleanor Johnston Ford
Steve Fowle
George R. Friese
Filson & Kate Glanz
Lane W. Goss
Frank A. Graf
Vernon Gray
Sarah Hamill
Mary Lou Hodgdon
Margaret Hodges
William Dean Howells
J. Michael Hughes 

in memory of Vivian     
Locke-Lewis Blue

Lionel Ingram
Marcia Jebb
Paul Peter Jesep
Carolyn E. Kelley
Michael Kenslea
Herbert Kingsbury
Peter Lamb
Elinor Lamson
John C. Lamson
Elizabeth B. Larsen
William Littlefield
Wendy Lull
John R. Maher
Dana Mayo
Jan McCracken
Garvin McCurdy
Robert Mennel
Margaret Morrissey
Stephen Munton
Kate & David Murray
G. Patrick Nerbonne
Barbara Newall

Jane Nylander
John Payzant
Jane Porter
Bill Purinton
Peter Randall
Barbara Renner
Anne Reynolds
Donald Ricklefs
Sheelagh Ryan
John R. Schermerhorn
Stacy Smith
Thomas F. Smith
Sally Horner Smyser
Clinton H. Springer
Dana Stairs
Sally Strazdins
Sharon Stephan
Alanson Sturgis, Jr.
Sally Sulloway
Barbara K. Sweet
Edmund Tarbell
Elizabeth Tarbell
Robert Thoresen
Richard Toomey
Hilda Versluys
Joyce Volk
Tara Vose
Joan S. Waldron
Thomas R. Watson
Marcy Weeks
Joan H. White
Sumnner & 

Helen Winebaum

ARTS ATHENÆUM:
Elinor Lamson

BOOK FUND:
Peter & Nancy Cook
Mary Lou Hodgdon
Neil Rolde

DONALD HICKMOTT
FUND
Tom Hardiman

GIFTS IN MEMORY
OF MARGARET
SCOTT  CARTER:
Betty Morton Belcher
Deborah M. Child
Linda & Ralph
DiBernardo
Susan Frantz
Jameson French
Shirley S. French
Elizabeth M. Robinson
Frederick H. Scott

SPECIAL
COLLECTIONS:
Elinor Lamson
Frances Lord

UNRESTRICTED:
Hollis Brodrick
Patricia D’Antonio
Stephen Decatur
Laura Doell
Charles Doleac
Dudley Dudley
Amy Gant
Margaret Morrissey
Carol Rymes
Susan Sawtelle

GENEROSITY
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RECENT ACQUISITIONS

Achilles, Steven E. Portsmouth Firefighting
Adams, John Hallelujah Junction: Composing an American Life
Barbery, Muriel The Elegance of the Hedgehog
Beeman, Richard R. Plain, Honest Men: The Making of the American Constitution
Bishop, Elizabeth Words in Air: The Complete Correspondence between Elizabeth Bishop 

and Robert Lowell
Bolaño, Roberto The Savage Detectives
Briggs, Asa A History of Longmans and Their Books, 1724-1990
Brown, Kathleen M. Foul Bodies: Cleanliness in Early America
Buckley, Christopher Losing Mum and Pup: a Memoir
Burrow, J. W. A History of Histories
Burrows, Edwin G. Forgotten Patriots: The Untold Story of American Prisoners During the 

Revolutionary War
Cannato, Vincent J American Passage: The History of Ellis Island
Carlisle, Nancy Camilla America's Kitchens
Chadwick, Bruce I Am Murdered: George Wythe, Thomas Jefferson, and the Killing that 

Shocked a New Nation
Cheever, Susan American Bloomsbury
Chute, Carolyn The School on Heart's Content Road
Coldham, Peter Wilson The Complete Book of Emigrants, 1607-1776
Glidden, Doris (Bobzin) Glidden Genealogy: The Fit of the Glidden Genes
Connor, Myles The Art of the Heist
Coyne, Jerry A. Why Evolution is True
Cross, Donna Woolfolk Pope Joan: A Novel
Curran, Brian A. Obelisk: A History
Daniel, Marcus Leonard Scandal & Civility: Journalism and the Birth of American Democracy
Daughan, George C. If by Sea: The Forging of the American Navy—from the American 

Revolution to the War of 1812
Druse, Kenneth Planthropology
Dutton, Denis The Art Instinct: Beauty, Pleasure & Human Evolution
Egerton, Douglas R. Death or Liberty: African Americans and Revolutionary America
Endåo, Shåusaku Silence
Feldman, Noah The Fall and Rise of the Islamic State
Fenby, Jonathan Modern China: The Fall and Rise of a Great Power, 1850 to the Present
Ferguson, Niall The Ascent of Money: A Financial History of the World
Fischer, David Hackett Champlain's Dream
Fitzgerald, Paul Invisible History: Afghanistan's Untold Story
Flynn, Kevin Wicked Intentions: The Sheila Labarre Murders, a True Story
Friedman, Thomas L. Hot, Flat, and Crowded
Giddings, Paula Ida: A Sword Among Lions: Ida B. Wells and the Campaign Against Lynching
Gilder, Louisa The Age of Entanglement: When Quantum Physics Was Reborn
Glass, Julia I See You Everywhere
Goldman, Francisco The Art of Political Murder: Who Killed the Bishop?
Goldthwaite, Richard A. The Economy of Renaissance Florence
Grant, R. G. Battle at Sea
Griffith, Lawrence D. Flowers and Herbs of Early America
Gunning, Sally Bound
Guy, J. A. A Daughter's Love: Thomas More and his Dearest Meg
Hamblyn, Richard The Cloud Book: How to Understand the Skies
Harford, Tim The Logic of Life: The Rational Economics of an Irrational World
Harvard Art Museum American Paintings at Harvard
Hazen, Henry Allen The Congregational and Presbyterian Ministry and Churches of New Hampshire
Heat Moon, William Least Roads to Quoz: An American Mosey
Heskel, Julia After the Harkness Gift: A History of Phillips Exeter Academy Since 1930
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Holmes, Hannah The Well-dressed Ape: A Natural History of Myself
Huxtable, Ada Louise On Architecture: Collected Reflections on a Century of Change
Knudsen, Milli S. Hard Time in Concord, New Hampshire: The Crimes, the Victims, and the Lives 

of the State Prison Inmates, 1812-1883
Koschnik, Albrecht "Let a Common Interest Bind Us Together": Associations, Partisanship, and 

Culture in Philadelphia, 1775-1840
Kurlansky, Mark The Food of a Younger Land
Lamb, Wally The Hour I First Believed: A Novel
Lane, Nick Life Ascending: The Ten Great Inventions of Evolution
Lehane, Dennis The Given Day
Marshall, Traute M. Art Museums Plus
Matthiessen, Peter Shadow Country: A New Rendering of the Watson Legend
McPherson, James M. Abraham Lincoln
McPherson, James M. Tried by War: Abraham Lincoln as Commander in Chief
Meltzer, David J. First Peoples in a New World
Mills, William J. Exploring Polar Frontiers: A Historical Encyclopedia
Napier, Rob Reconditioning an Eighteenth-Century Ship Model
National Maritime Museum 
(Great Britain) Turmoil and Tranquillity: The Sea Through the Eyes of Dutch and Flemish 

Masters, 1550-1700
Neuhaus, Richard John American Babylon: Notes of a Christian Exile
Oswald, Diane L. Fire Insurance Maps: Their History and Applications
Pears, Iain Stone's Fall: A Novel
Pearson, David Books as History: The Importance of Books Beyond Their Texts
Roach, Mary Bonk: The Curious Coupling of Science and Sex
Roberts, Andrew Masters and Commanders: How Four Titans Won the War in the West, 

1941-1945
Roediger, David R. How Race Survived US History: From Settlement and Slavery to the Obama

Phenomenon
Ryback, Timothy W. Hitler's Private Library: The Books That Shaped His Life
Saint, Chandler B. Making Freedom: The Extraordinary Life of Venture Smith
Sandler, Martin W. Atlantic Ocean: The Illustrated History of the Ocean That Changed the World
Schoultz, Lars That Infernal Little Cuban Republic: The United States and the Cuban Revolution
Showalter, Elaine A Jury of Her Peers: American Women Writers from Anne Bradstreet to 

Annie Proulx
Simms, Brendan Three Victories and a Defeat: The Rise and Fall of the First British Empire,

1714-1783
Smil, Vaclav Global Catastrophes and Trends: The Next Fifty Years
Sneider, Allison L. Suffragists in an Imperial Age: U.S. Expansion and the Woman Question, 

1870-1929
Spooner, Emeric Return to Smuttynose Island and Other Maine Area Murders
Stiglitz, Joseph E. The Three Trillion Dollar War: The True Cost of the Iraq Conflict
Stiles, T. J. The First Tycoon: The Epic Life of Cornelius Vanderbilt
Sugrue, Thomas J. Sweet Land of Liberty: The Forgotten Struggle for Civil Rights in the North
Thaler, Richard H. Nudge: Improving Decisions About Health, Wealth, and Happiness
Thompson, Mark The White War: Life and Death on the Italian Front, 1915-1919
Titherington, R. H. The Great Peace Conference
VanderVelde, Lea Mrs. Dred Scott: A Life on Slavery's Frontier
Victoria and Albert Museum Decorative Endpapers
Watson, Ritchie Devon Normans and Saxons: Southern Race Mythology and the Intellectual History of the 

American Civil War
Whitehead, Colson Sag Harbor: A Novel
Wilczek, Frank The Lightness of Being: Mass, Ether, and the Unification of Forces
Williams, Greg H. The French Assault on American Shipping, 1793-1813: A History and Comprehensive 

Record of Merchant Marine Losses

RECENT ACQUISITIONS, cont.
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Wineapple, Brenda White Heat: The Friendship of Emily Dickinson and Thomas 
Wentworth Higginson

Woodhouse, Barbara Bennett Hidden in Plain Sight: The Tragedy of Children's Rights from 
Ben Franklin to Lionel Tate

Worster, Donald A passion for Nature: The Life of John Muir
Wulf, Andrea The Brother Gardeners: Botany, Empire and the Birth of an 

Obsession
Zoellner, Tom Uranium: War, Energy, and the Rock That Shaped the World

RECENT ACQUISITIONS, cont.

GIFTS OF BOOKS

Richard Adams: Eugene Ritzo, Danger Forward!: Korea, The Forgotten War Remembered and
Philip B. Kunhardt, The American President; Bloomsbury Press: Hugh Howard, The Painter's
Chair: George Washington and the Making of American Art; Boston Athenæum: Boston Athenæum
Reports for 2008; Abby Burch: Abby Burch, By His Account Rendered; Richard Candee: The
Wentworth-Coolidge Mansion: The Coolidge Years; Deb Child: Catalogue of Bradford Academy,
1803-1853, Semi Centennial Catalogue of the Officer and Students of Bradford Academy, A
Memorial of Bradford Academy and Maud Palmer Thayer, The Beginnings of Bradford; Patrick

Daley: Journalism and Communication Monographs. Vol. 11, No. 1 (Spring 2009); John Evans,
Peter Pagnamenta, Editor, The University of Cambridge: An 800th Anniversary Portrait; Daniel

Fernandez, Daniel Fernandez-Davila, Architectural Recording Project: 437 Marcy Street,
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, A Documented Case of Victorian Architecture; Susan Hamilton: Tom
D’Evelyn, Accidental Pilgrim, Madeleine Findlay, Shaped Water: a Haiku Year and Empty
Boathouse; Peggy Hodges: M. F. Bloxam (aka Peggy Hodges), The Night Battles; Linda Hughes,
Charlotte Gonser Russell, Godfrey and Mary Cline and Their Descendants and Gonser and
Baumann families from Baden-Württemberg; Philip Kendrick, James L. Garvin, Historic Properties
Review, prepared for "A Day with the Wentworths”: New Hampshire's First First Family, Illustrated
Memories of Portsmouth, Isles of Shoals, New Castle, …, Charles Penrose, Ichabod Goodwin
(1794-1882) Sea Captain, Merchant, Financier, Railroad President, Civil War Governor, GRIST: GR
eat IS land T ales, Journal of the New Castle Historical Group, Summer 1993, William Safford
Jones, Colonial Backgrounds of the Piscataqua Region, Map of Portsmouth Harbor Including
Historical Points and Landmarks, Area Use Study Report: Northern Utilities Inc., Portsmouth, New
Hampshire and Seacoast Life, Winter 1989, Vol. 4, No. 2; Courtney MacLachlan: Ronald Reagan,
The Reagan Diaries and Elizabeth Strout, Olive Kitteridge; Old Berwick Historical Society: Andrew
P. Peabody, Memoir of Charles Burroughs, Prepared for the New Hampshire Historical Society and
Hosea Ballou, Notes on the Parables of the New Testament; Dave Sanderson: Numismatic Exhibit,
City of Portsmouth, N.H. Planning Board, Master Plan: Portsmouth's Future Presence (1991-1993),
City of Portsmouth, N.H. Planning Board, Master Plan: Combined Appendices for Master Plan:
Portsmouth's Future Presence and Land Use; Peter Vogt: Peter Vogt, Benjamin Stevens, Harvard
A.B. 1740: Liberal Congregational Minister, Dudleian Lecturer, and Almost Harvard President;
Barbara and Gerald Ward: American Furniture: 2008, Gerald Ward, The Grove Encyclopedia of
Materials and Techniques in Art, Jeannine Falino et al, American Luxury Jewels from the House of
Tiffany; Louis Grivetti and Gerald Ward, Chocolate; History, Culture, and Heritage, Brock Jobe,
Harbor & Home: Furniture of Southeastern Massachusetts, 1710-1850; Charles Wendell: Martha
Dickinson Shattuck, Explorers, Fortunes, and Love Letters: A Window on New Netherland and Peter
A. Douglas, Dutch Renaissance: The Story of the New Netherland Project; Douglas Wheeler:
Douglas L. Wheeler, 'Fifty-nine Remembers : A Fifties' Tribute to Dartmouth College: Word & Image.
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Can you help identify this basket?
This 72-inch-long basket has apparently been in the Athenæum since the nineteenth 

century.  The only reference to it in the old records is a twentieth-century catalog entry, which
links it to a shield and spear from the island of Nias (off the coast of Sumatra), which were
given in 1820 by Rev. Charles Burroughs.  Early catalogues of the collection list only the 
shield and spear, so the link with the basket is undocumented.  No examples like it have
surfaced so far in our searches through other ethnographic collections.  

The Art and Artifacts Committee would be grateful for any leads which might 
help identify the origin of this basket.  Please contact Elizabeth Aykroyd, Curator:
athartifacts@portsmouthathenaeum.org.


